LAB REPORT

Manufacturer's rated ontput

(5 main channels): 125W (20Hz 20kHz,
BL), 0.2%THD)

Measured power output @ TkHz
(2-channel): 1435V (B, 0.1% THOI;
245W (46, 0.1% THD

Measured power output @ TkHz
(5-chanmel): 130VY (BQ. 0.1% THOI;
210W (48, 0.1% THD)

Fidelity firewall: 140 @ 0.05%

THO (B2

Distortion @ 50W: 0.04% (B2, 1kHz)
Freq response: 20Hz-20kHz +/-0.45dB

SOCKETS

PROCESSOR
7 ling audio inputs & 1 ba'anced XLA

balanced inpus: 1 x B-channel analogue
nput; 2 ¥ tape circuits; 4 composice
& 4 Soviden inputs; composite & S-videno
nurputs with and withour 0S50, 2
COMPONENT vides inputs; 4 = coaxial

A 4 x pptical digital inpuss; coaxizl
digital putput; 2 x B-channel outputs;

1 ¢ urbalanced & 1 x belsnced XLR;

4 x trigger out; T x VR ing 12V infout;
R52352 comms; RCS ingut (for
extarnal controllers]

POWER AMP

#LA-balenced & phono-unbalsnced
input per channel; 4rmrm binding

post ‘oudspeakers oulpuls

KRELL SHOWCASE PROCESSOR

& SHOWCASE 5 POWER AMP

# T4.495/05000 (APFROK) # 020 8977 909 @ waew krellonline.com

showcase is part of the HEAT (High

End Home Theatre) range trom krell,
cansisting of a processor and five, six
and seven-cthannel versions of the
maltching mullichannel power amp.

It's the five channel model that we

are testing here. By Krell standards

it is far from high and, but by any
normal standards, of course, this is
predisely what it is, The Krell is very
rouch in line with upmarkel alleralives
liom TAG MeLaren, Lexicon and others.
Processing

The Shiswease processar is equipped
with a poweTul DSP processing and D/ A
saction, based on 24-hit 192kHz Burr
Brown devices for all channels. All the
usual multichannel options are present
and correct, plus nine proprietary Kiell
surround modes, including a potentially
useful ‘stereo+” subwooter mode and the
ability to flash upgrade the internal RoM
when new o revised options become
available. Video switching is up to high-
definition specitications, which means a
wider bandwidth than i stoctly iequired
for any af the turent or proposed

Europezn broadeast standards. Custom

inatall is also well catered-for, with four
tiggers to control your lighting, screan
updown, stieen masking and power
amp. These are fully campatible with
the mare popular system contrallers,
surprisingly however, there is no
second-room, sacond-zane output,
perhaps because it would have meant
La0 Many sonic compramises at this
price, The Showcase is capable of
balanced operation, with a single
balanced input and balanced outputs
for all channels. There i a real benefil
when using long leads to drive the
pOveET 2MP.

Processor setup is comprehensive and
versatile, VIl wager that vou get more
from it than almost any other processor.
The guid guu pro is that making all the
adjustments is a lengthy operation that
recuires meticulous care and atlention.
Allinguts are Tully assignzble znd have
programmable default sound-processing
modes and other settings, Unusual extea
features include a subwoofer volume
lirmit setting and one that restricts the
maximum volume at the system as a
whaole, Another snosuzl Tealuie s a lull

seven-channel three-band-per-channel
parametric (adjustable centre
frequency) room equaliser. The type
of filter and ils paramelers can be
adjusted within wide limits and with
some precision, but the key settings
are not guite comprehensive or
fine-tuneable encugh to adjust for
roam=resonant modes with tee
precision required to do the job
properly. What it can do extremely
well, however, is general tonal
tweaking on a channel-by-channel
hasis, which, with care, can adjust
recalcitrant speakers that don’t quite
match the others.

Power

Unlike same of the pawer amps we've
lonked at in this issue, the
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S-channel Showease
power amplifier is built
around a single toroidal

| transtarmer, This, howeve
15 @ massive speciman

| which provides an ample
toundation to suppart the
:. 125 Watts /channel powe:
rating, which doubles

b into 411, the sure sign

ol @ genuinely potent

4 amplifier. The individual
channels modules are

B based on the circyit

. topology vsed in Kiell's
FB series power amplifie:
which | would rate as
among the linest
amplifiers money can
by, Mote that awners of
the five ar six-channel
versions of the power
amp can boost the
number to seven at

any time.
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Operation

The Showicase
components are a visual
knockout. The casewark is
fabricated friom brushed
aluminium panels, with
srnoothly radivsed
polished edge caps and
rounded comers. The
remote control, which
comes as a complete
sUrprise, is an

ultra-slirn device that
loaks rather like an
elangated credit card,
with low profile
membrane switches,
furt it has the foel of a
gel-u-started device
and many Krell usars
will probably end up

&

using dedicated
controllers from specialists
like AMX or Crestron

The way this processor works takes
same acclimatisation. For example,
the two front-panel ‘mode’ keys
access the default sound-processing
algorithrm and all the altematives
available for the input selected,
which makes sense but is far from
immediately obvious. The same applies
ta the 'preamp’ button, which can be
used o bypass oll digital processing.

‘The Shouwicase pairing is a Pea_l

The processor even hoasts a

frant panel mira-red emitter 10 help
programme 2 learning remote contrel.
But the feeling remains that this is a
system for the enthusiast, one not
intimidated by the sometimes aicane
warkings af cinephile electranics.
Ferformanca

The Showcase pairing s a real slai,
wilh mary qualities that set it on a

higher plane than its direct competition.

Uzed in plain stereo with all digital

star, with many qualities that
set it on a higher plan€’

Even the initial installation holds traps
for the unwary, though one important
banefit of buying Krell is that you can be
assured that the equipment will be
installed and set up by your dealer. Thers
is alse the promise of product updates.
Perhaps ane of them will see the
yolume control law tamed Tor something
less ahrupt and more user-friendly,

A host ot minor features can help
the system work mare seamlessly than
many others of its type. Auto Migration,
for example, allows the Showease
protessor ko swilch W the analogue
input automatically, which is uselul
with SACDHDVD-Audio players.
Temporary speaker-level tim
adjustments can be made easily on a
persassion basis without losing the
caretully programmed defaull seltings.

pracessing bypassed, the krell has

the aasy-going power that is a
characteristic of the brand. Tem the
volume up and the sound responds
willy less change in character than
masl, which makes listening at high
volumes unusually satisfying. But at
low levels, the sound doesn’t shrink
away. I'resence is maintained and fine
detail ramains audible.

These qualities are not achieved
entirely without cost. The balance is
perceplibly lean, even slightly dry, and
with the wrong speakers the sound can
hecome edgy and sibilant, though this
5 more because the Krell won't sutter
fools gladiy than becausa it is
intrinsically edgy or sibilant itself.

Hnally, the showease presentation
doesn’t have the almost physical force

that Kkrell stereo components
tend to have - during this review |
compared the paiting sith a Krell
KPS-25 (CD/preamp) and FB400
{power amp).
Verdic
4o far, so good, but what happens in
full Technicolor multichannel maode
with all the digital stufl engaged?
The answer is almost nothing, Nething
adverse that is, The character af the
sound changes, hut barely. It czn
seerm a little more lean and slightly
desicraled, perthaps a ittle lass tluid
and arganic, but the changes are
small aned net always ohvious at all,
Whal is obwvious, however, is the
Krells exquisite sense of detail, the
sheer presence and vitality of the
sounid and, above all, the superh
image steering that is apparent with
Dok and 1115 recordings alike. This
apolies when there is no motian
arcund the seundstage, o when all
hell is breaking loose, such as early in
the DTS mix af the special mega-edition
of The Fellpurship af the Rings. Timing is
crisp and sharp; the soundstage cooks.
A5 usual, olbvy and OTS have then
awn slightly different flavours and, as
usual, it is 0TS Lhal i harder-hithing
and has more depth of image (lry the
apening from Saving Prvate yan in
the R DTS mix and tompare it 1w the
R2 UK Dolby soundtrack Lo test this).
Bt with either, the Krell extracls
more useful information about what
the ecording engineer intended than
most alhers. b

| FEATURES

KRELL SHOWCASE
PROCESS0OR
7. 1-channgl home cinema
processor/preamplifier; THE
Llitra-certified: Krell 7-channal
digital room equaliser; HD
bandwidth video switcher;
analngue [preampl pass-through
moce; flash memory user
upgradeagle firmware
Surround farmats supported: THX
post-processing; THX Surround
E¥: Dalby Pro Logic I, Dolby
Digital 5.1 B EX; 0TS 5.1, ES,
Discrate & Matrix, 0TS Nea.G;
THX Burraund EX
Krell Surround Enhancement modes:
Music Surround General Adrissian:
Friont Row; On Stege; Enhanced
Starao Orchestra; Mezzaring; Full
Range & Sub; Marophonic: Party
- Dimensions: 4400w] x 144101 x 4140
rnrm; Weight: E.Bkg
KHELL SBHOWCASE &
POWER AMP
++ Power output: 125 Watts/chennel 802,
- 250 Wattachannal 462, 0.2Hz-35kHz
3dB «0.03% THO @ 1kHz
Dimensions: 4330w x 570(h1 « 198(0d]
i Weight: 25.3kn

“The brushed sluminium paneis are
fastenad by roundad chrome-edge caps
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